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Sheriff adds mental health clmlclan
to county's crisis negotiation team
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Medina County Sheriff Terry Grice added a mental health clinician to the county's
multi-jurisdictional crisis negotiation team. LOCAL NEWS - C1
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Medina County Sheriff Terry Grice added a mental health clinician to the county’s

multi-jurisdictional crisis negotiation team.

Sheriff adds mental health clinician
to county’s crisis negotiation team

MEDINA - Medina County Sheriff

Terry Grice has furthered the partnership
with Medina County’s behavioral health-
care organization, Altemative Paths, Inc.
by adding an experienced mental health
clinician to the county’s multi-jurisdic-
tional crisis negotiation team.

Sheriff Grice speaks highly of the
relationship between the Medina Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office and Altemative Paths
and said, “Adding a skilled clinician from
Alternative Paths to the crisis negotiation

team makes sense for everyone ... our
deputies and officers, Altemative Paths
and the citizens we serve.”

The Sheriff’s Office has had a
long-standing relationship with Alterna-
tive Paths, which 1s an ADAMH Board
contracted provider that provides behav-
ioral health services to mmmates in the
Medina County Jail. Alternative Paths
provides 7 clinicians and one support
staff, to provide mental health, chemical
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dependency. and prevention services at
the jail. The agency also partners with the
Shenil’s Office for the Opiate Response
Team which links persons with opiate ad-
diction to needed treatment. Gail Houk,
LPCC-S, Director of Forensic Services
at Alternative Paths, has been working
with Shenff Gnice 1o assess ways mental
health professionals and law enforcement
can increase collaboration. Houk stat-
ed, “Over the past year we have started
new initiatives such as clinicians niding
out with deputies weekly to co-respond
for calls involving mental health con-
cems. Adding a clinician 1o the crisis
negotiation team will be another step in
enhancing how we work together to help
the community as well as our first re-
sponders.” Houk will serve as the initial
clinician on the ecnsis negotiation team,
serving alongside the other negotiators
comprised of Shenfl’s Office deputies,
correction officers, dispatchers, and a
Wadsworth Police officer.

Most often, the crisis negotiation team
works in conjunction with the county’s
multi-jurisdictional swat team. Sergeant
King, the SWAT Team’s Commander, is
excited to see a mental health climician
added to the crisis negotiation team. King
said, “Many incidents involve a person
in some state of crisis, Having someone
who can bridge the gap during a critical
incident is crucial.” Beyond providing
services 1o the community, King stated,
“Houk will also be a resource for first
responders at an incident.” Dep. Stepha-
nie Kain, Crisis Negotiation Team Lead-
er added “This addition has been a long
term goal of the Sheriff”s Office and I'm
pleased to see that we are moving for-
ward with this vital resource.”

Sheriff Grice added, “Medina Coun-
ty law enforcement agencies and the
ADAMH Board are contmuously eval-
uating ways to provide the best possible
service to our community, and we feel
this new collaboration demonstrates that
fact.”



