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Possible homeless shelter gaining
momentum

Bob Finnan
 The Gazette May 22, 2021 6:00 AM

MEDINA — While still in the planning stages, a possible homeless shelter for Medina County 

appears to be moving along.

Medina County Commissioner Bill Hutson said Friday morning on a 

virtual call that the commissioners will meet at 6 p.m. Tuesday at the 

administration building to discuss how to disperse federal American 

Rescue Plan Act funding.

“If we can use those funds for that purpose (a homeless shelter), that’s 

something that will be considered by the commissioners,” he said on the 

Medina County Opiate Task Force meeting. “I would like to use these 

funds to invest in Medina County. My personal focus is long-term 

investment that impacts the county for years and years to come.”

Hutson said how to allocate the funds would be the topic of the meeting. 

A committee might be formed to assess needs.

Phil Titterington, director of the Medina County ADAHM Board, and Skip 

Sipos, director of the Medina Metropolitan Housing Authority, spoke to 

commissioners recently about homelessness.

Titterington said Friday several agencies in the county are spending 

hundreds of thousands of dollars on the homeless population.

“We have to create some type of comprehensive approach,” he said. “I’m 

not sure what that will look like.”
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Sipos is in the process of hiring a consultant for the Medina County Housing Network’s 

Homelessness Prevention Subcommittee to assess homelessness in Medina County.

He said momentum is building on the project, especially after state Rep. Sharon Ray, R-

Wadsworth, was able to secure $100,000 “seed money” in the state budget.

Sipos said previously the stakeholders are “generous, thoughtful and caring, but not 

coordinated. Clearly, we need to study this.”

He said when there is an abused child or a stray dog, there is a protocol to follow. Right now, if 

there is a homeless person, “there is no protocol.”

Several agencies, including the housing authority, ADAMH Board, Salvation Army, Love INC, 

Operation HOMES, Medina County Job and Family Services and the Veterans’ Administration, 

as well as a number of faith-based churches, are attempting to offer assistance to homeless 

people as circumstances arise, but there is no official or streamlined method to provide support 

in Medina County.

In other news from the Opiate Task Force meeting:

• The Discovery Recovery House will open in mid-June, said Melissa Romain, of Ohio 

Guidestone, which will run the house.

“It’s going to be a slow opening,” she said. “We’ll start two (women) at a time. It will eventually 

hold 12 women.

“We’re really excited about this initiative and looking forward to getting this going.”

Women 18 and older are eligible. Medina County residents will get first priority. It will be a Level 

3 house, which requires 24/7 supervision by recovery counselors and frequent drug testing.

Romain said there will be an open house and ribbon cutting in the fall, even though interested 

parties can soon take a virtual tour of the house online.

• There has been a steady decline of fatal overdoses in the county, said Medina County Drug 

Task Force Director Darren Stout.
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He said there has been a decrease in the use of heroin and fentanyl, and a huge increase in the 

use of hallucinations.

In the last month, Stout said his office has confiscated THC and hash oil in addition to 395 

doses of LSD, 102 doses of Psilocybin (mushrooms), 49 grams of heroin and fentanyl, and 

130.9 grams of meth.

Stout said there has been an increase in the use of meth. It’s being imported to the area and it’s 

of a higher purity.

Medina County Health Department’s Christy Rickbrodt said an Overdose Fatality Review 

Committee has been formed to assess data on overdoses and take a deeper dive into individual 

cases.

Stefanie Robinson, director of Hope Recovery Community, said Medina County is becoming a 

recovery-friendly community.

She said Hope Recovery is now dispensing Narcan.

Contact reporter Bob Finnan at (330) 721-4049 or rfinnan@medina-gazette.com.
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